
Dear All, 

The following is several items detailing Parish updates and happenings: 

Firstly, much electrical work has been taking place at both Nativity and St. Louis.  The new lights 

shining on the Nativity Church sign illuminate it beautifully, and now both lights flanking the front 

of the church are working.  A good reminder that what we read in the Gospel is absolutely true: 

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’!  Also, electrical panels 

and wiring have been updated at St. Louis for greater efficiency and safety. Good work being done 

– Thank You! 

Secondly, as you are aware, the St. Louis Rectory has been prepped over the last several months 

in anticipation of a date for its being torn down.  Last week we received confirmation from Irick 

Excavating that they will be on-site the week of Monday, December 7th to begin the deconstruction 

work and removal of debris. 

Thirdly, thank you for your attentiveness and cooperation to ‘signing in’ when coming to Mass.  

In the same vein, the diocese is asking people who are planning on attending one of the Christmas 

Vigil/Day Masses to register so that churches not exceed capacity limits for social distancing.  

Register by calling the Parish Office, or through the parish website’s homepage at: 

www.nativitystlouis.com.  Thank you for helping ensure a safe and healthy Christmas for all. 

Fourthly, as we approach the end of the year, it is a good time to be thinking about end-of-the year 

giving.  If you are looking to make a charitable donation, please consider supporting our parish 

through a financial gift – especially to the long-term project of the restoration of the stained-glass 

windows of Nativity Church.  This project is a major undertaking requiring a substantial financial 

commitment of several hundred-thousand dollars. Inquiries with, and on-site visits and evaluations 

from, several reputable out-of-state stained-glass window companies are in process, but have been 

delayed due to Covid-19.  In the meantime, fundraising continues.  Remember that 60% of the 

monies collected from our parish’s goal for the Christ our Hope Diocesan Capital Campaign will 

help fund our window restoration project. If you wish to make a donation directly to the parish 

please make a check out to Nativity-St. Louis with the word donation in the memo line. Contact 

the Parish Office with any questions. 

Finally, on Tuesday, December 29th, three young men from Vietnam will be arriving to Vermont 

to begin their formation as seminarians for the Diocese of Burlington.  As the Director of 

Vocations, it is my privilege, honor, and responsibility to oversee this process.  As they commence 

this new chapter of their lives, I will be hosting them in the rectory for approximately one month 

until they start their English language studies in Boston beginning at the end of January 2021.  

Please join me in welcoming them as they begin this long journey ahead in formation and 

discernment. Although I will not be ‘feeding the five-thousand’, my kitchen only regularly boasts 

of ‘five loaves and two fish’, so-to-speak.  So, any and all assistance in providing food for the 

‘multitude’ would be welcome and most appreciated! 

       God bless, 

       Fr. James Dodson 

http://www.nativitystlouis.com/

